
Run-ons 
 
The grammar problem: Run-on sentences join two or more independent clauses 
(complete sentences) with no punctuation or the inappropriate use of the comma. 
 
Two kinds of run-on sentences:  fused sentences and comma splices. 
 

1.  Fused Sentences:  no punctuation is used between two independent 
clauses. 

Example:  Joan loves to draw horses she is a talented artist. 
 
This sentence is incorrect because “Joan loves to draw horses” and “she is a 
talented artist” can both stand as complete sentences. Therefore, we cannot merge 
them into one sentence without separating them somehow.  
 
Clues: Look for two subjects within the same sentence, or a subject and a pronoun.  
 

2.  Comma Splice:  a comma is used between the independent sentences. 
Example: Miranda was the lead vocalist in her band it was a punk rock band. 

 
How do we correct run-on sentence problems?  
 
There are five main methods of fixing run-on sentences.  
  
1. We can separate the two clauses into two sentences. 
Problem Correction 

Miranda was the lead vocalist in her 
band it was a punk rock band. 

Miranda was the lead vocalist in her 
band. It was a punk rock band. 

  
2. We can replace the comma with a semi-colon (;). 
Problem Correction 

Gordon laughed at Sandy's joke it was 
really funny. 

Gordon laughed at Sandy's joke; it was 
really funny. 

  
3.  We can replace the comma with a co-ordinating conjunction (and, but, or, 
for, yet, nor, or so). 



Problem Correction 

The night was cold we forgot to bring 
our coats. 

The night was cold, and we forgot to 
bring out coats. 

  
4. We can replace the comma with a subordinating conjunction (e.g., after, 
although, before, unless, as, because, even though, if, since, until, when, while).  
Problem Correction 

Maria and John like skiing Karen does 
not. 

Although Maria and John like skiing, 
Karen does not. 

  
5.  We can replace the comma with a semi-colon and transitional word (e.g., 
however, moreover, on the other hand, nevertheless, instead, also, therefore, 
consequently, otherwise, as a result). 
Problem Correction 

I expected to pay ten dollars for the bus 
ride to Halifax I was wrong. 

I expected to pay ten dollars for the bus 
ride to Halifax; however, I was wrong. 

 

  



Run-on Sentences Worksheet 
With a partner, correct the run-on sentences below by adding or deleting punctuation marks 
and/or words. 

 1.My mother and father are in Europe my sister is coming to dinner tonight.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. I like learning English, it makes me tired.    

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. My sister was taller than I when we were young now I am the tallest it is fun.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. Don’t go away yet I need your help.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

5. I was born a musical genius with perfect pitch; however, I have no time to practice.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

6.  The results of the study were inconclusive, therefore more research needs to be done on the 
topic. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

7. When I get older, I want to have a big family I like big families.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

8. We usually leave at 11:00 but today is different, we are leaving at 10:30.   

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________   

9. I can’t imagine what’s keeping her, it’s past ten o’clock.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

10. We should get moving there’s no time to waste.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

Run on Sentences Lesson Plan 

EAC 140 Run-on 
Sentences   

      

Identify the correct sentence in each of the 
following pairs: 

   

______
___ 

1 a) Don't go away yet;  I need your 
help. 

  

  b) There should be no difficulty about your missing 
the test, just bring 

   a note to class.     
         

______
___ 

2 a) Think carefully before you act, many people will be 
affected by 

   your decision.     
  b) I was born a musical genius with perfect pitch, but I 

have no time 
   to practise.     
         

______
___ 

3 a) Clarissa wants to become an actor; her parents 
think she should 

   study 
accounting. 

    

  b) There's no way I'm buying a red dress, red is my 
worst colour. 

         
______
___ 

4 a) My favourite sport is shopping, I participate in it 
whenever I can. 

  b) My brother studied French, and I studied Spanish; 
we couldn't 

   help each other, so we both failed.   
         

______
___ 

5 a) I can't imagine what's keeping her, it's past 
ten o'clock. 

 

  b) My roommate and I disagree on practically all 
political topics; 

   she's a Liberal and I'm a 
Conservative. 

  

         



______
___ 

6 a) I had to rake the leaves, prune the shrubs, clean up 
the flower  

   beds, and remove the dead branches.  No wonder 
I'm tired. 

  b) Walter came to class once;  he didn't buy the 
textbook, hand in  

   any assignments, or write any of the tests, no 
wonder he failed. 

         
______
___ 

7 a) I'm not greedy, I just like to have at least two Big 
Macs and a  

   double order of fries for 
lunch. 

   

  b) If you take at least three grams of Vitamin C every 
day, you will  

   never have another cold.    
         

______
___ 

8 a) It was unbearably hot out, the humidity reading was 
110, so we  

   decided to go to an air-conditioned movie 
for relief. 

 

  b) Even though it's more expensive, I buy top quality 
dog food for my 

   Beloved; after all, she is part of 
the family. 

  

         
______
___ 

9 a) Whenever Tom has to fly, he gets very nervous;  as 
a consequence, 

   he arrives at his destination in a state of 
exhaustion. 

 

  b) When my husband began curling, I laughed, he had 
never held,  

   let alone used, a broom in his life.   
         

______
___ 

10 a) Before I can leave the office, I have to finish this 
letter, sort the  

   incoming mail, file yesterday's correspondence, and 
water the  

   plants, all of which will take at 
least an hour. 

  



  b) My favourite season is winter, my favourite sport, 
of course, is  

   hockey, my favourite activity is skiing, my favourte 
food is stew 

   and I think I'm very fortunate to be able to enjoy 
the things I like. 

 


