
Parallelism 
1.  Parallel words in a series:  

A series of three or more words or phrases that are joined with a conjunction.  The items in a 
series must be parallel—written in the same form. 

Example:  Graduation day was cold, rainy, and miserable. (the three words are adjectives and 
describe the subject of graduation day) 

Example:  The job I applied for requires energy, enthusiasm, and intelligence. (the three words 
are nouns) 

Example:  Every day the housekeeper cooks, vacuums, and dusts.  (the three words are verbs) 

What’s wrong with the following example? 

Example:  They worked together happily, productively, and with peace.  (the three words are 
adverbs and describe the verb “worked.”)  

2.  Parallel phrases in a series: 

Phrases can also be used in a series in a sentence.  Like words in a series, they must be parallel. 

What’s wrong with the following examples? 

Example:  The woman wrote a letter, put it in an envelope, and she took it to the post office.   

Example:  My brother is elderly, sick, and he lives in the city.   

  



Parallelism 

With a partner, correct the following sentences to ensure there is parallel structure. 

1.  We thought the play was boring, repetitive, and that it was juvenile.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Our choices were to stay for the whole show, to leave at intermission, or we could just 
stand up and walk out.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. We watched patiently, with courtesy, and silently.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The town meeting is where you can learn what is going on in town, make your voice 
heard, and you can see democracy in action.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

5. This month there are three issues that are timely, with importance, and interesting to be 
discussed at the town meeting.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Opinions on this zoning issue are certainly varied, powerful, and they are complicated.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Ashley likes to ski, to swim and jumping.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Mary wanted to make sure she made her presentation creatively, effectively and 
persuaded others.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. People who get ahead do a lot of different things such as studying, working hard and to 
attend college.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Dogs are great pets for the following reasons: they are loyal, they are loving and because 
of their obedience.  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 


