
Media Analysis Worksheet 
Instructions:   
Please read Chapter 3 pg. 34 in Essay Essentials.  Clearly identify on your submission that it is 
a ‘Media Analysis” and provide a copy of the article.  Your submission must be written in essay 
form.  (Introduction, Body of Analysis, Conclusion) 
 
Paragraph One (Introduction): 
Name of Author:  _____________________________________________ 
Newspaper/Magazine/Website:  ______________________________  Pages:  _________ 
Name of article:  ____________________________________ Date:  ________________ 
1.  What is the main idea or thesis of the article. 
2.  What did you already know about the topic before reading the article? 
 
Paragraph Two: 
3.  Comprehensiveness of the information 
a)  Who?   
b)  What? 
c)  Where? 
d)  When? 
e)  Why? 
f)  How? 
 
4.  Were all the 5 “W’s” and “H” answered?  Were they answered well and in enough depth to 
fully understand the article?  Or do you still have unanswered questions? 
5.  The facts in a news story are supposed to be arranged from most to least important.  Do 
you believe the author of your article did this effectively?  Why or why not? 
6.  Which of the 5 “W’s” and “H” is the most important in your opinion.  Why? 
 
Paragraph 3: 
6.  Magnitude of the event in the story. 
a)  Is it international, national or local? 
b)  What is its impact?  How many people were affected by it? 
 
Paragraph 4: 
7.  Reliability of Sources 
Discuss the accuracy of the facts used in the story.  How do you know that the sources used 
were reliable and accurate?  Provide specific examples.  Discuss the context pg. 34 in text. 
8. Bias 
Did the author display any bias or prejudice in writing the article you read?  If so, what?  What 
evidence from the document supports your answer? 
 
Paragraph 5 (Conclusion): 
9. Personal Reaction 
This is your concluding paragraph, so summarize the thesis statement.  What do you think of 
this article?  Finish off with a memorable statement that brings your analysis to a satisfying end.  
(write at least 3 full sentences) 


