
Colons 
The colon is used between an independent clause and a list, an example or a quotation.  It directs 
you to the information that follows it. 

Example:   

I bought three things at the grocery store today: milk, bread and apples. 

I love three types of food:  Thai, Chinese and Italian. (note the capital letters) 

We have two options here: stay and study or leave. 
 
He ended with the immortal words of Neil Young: “Rock and Roll can never die.” 
 
**Exception: Put a colon between two independent clauses if the second clause relates directly 
to the first and the emphasis is on the second clause. 
 
A dolphin is not fish: it is a warm-blooded mammal. (the emphasis is on the second clause) 

The research is conclusive: climate change is a reality. (the emphasis is on the second clause) 

Never put a colon or any punctuation after a verb. 

Example:  The three kinds of food I love most are Thai, Chinese and Italian. 

Use a colon to separate the title of a book, film, or television show from a 
subtitle. 

Examples: 

Home Alone 2: Lost In New York 

The Lost World: Jurassic Park 

Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl 

 

  



Colon Worksheet 

Instructions:	  	  Work	  together	  and	  use	  your	  textbooks	  to	  correct	  the	  following	  colon	  problems.	  	  
There	  may	  a	  sentence	  or	  two	  that	  are	  correct.	  	  You	  do	  not	  have	  to	  add	  any	  words	  or	  change	  the	  
order	  of	  words	  or	  phrases.	  

1.  There are three countries beginning with Z Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The role of the colon is simple to introduce.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The nightclub played many different types of music rock, hip-hop, electronica, indie and 
even soul.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

4. She grabbed the microphone and asked the audience one question, “Is there a doctor in 
the house?”  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Julius Caesar’s famous quote was, “We came, we saw, we conquered.”  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Don’t bother coming over anymore I’m not feeling well enough to meet up.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

7. You know what to do practice.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

8. We knew who would be first in the race:  speedy Steve.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

9. My favourite movie is Lara Croft Tomb Raider, The Cradle of Life.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

10. I need an assistant who can do the following things input data, write reports and complete tax 
forms.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 


